1923 Newspaper Article
Mary Pratt, Now Retired Missionary, Was Early Day School Teacher in County

Children of Four Families Were Pupils of First Sessions in Black Hawk Township

	A group of children from four families comprised the first school ever taught in Black Hawk township.  It was taught in the winter of 1856-7 at the home of Nathaniel Lyman Pratt, and the teacher, Miss Mary Pratt, a daughter, is living at 71 Mulberry Street, Waterloo.
	Since that was 69 years ago it is natural that many little incidents about the school have been lost in the haze of memory.  Mary Pratt was then past 16 years of age.  She says she does not recall how much she received for her services.  She believes she was paid something by the parents of the children whom she tutored, but cannot tell how much it was.  As a matter of fact, the money consideration in those early days was not the controlling one in action.  A desire to serve was more impelling than that of financial gain.

Early Conveniences Crude
	The children in Mary Pratt’s school in the kitchen of the log cabin home of the Pratts in Black Hawk township were Jud, Frank, Charles, Susan and Rosa Page; Ellen and Ozem Pratt; Mary, Matilda and Eveline Whaylen; Henry, Edwin and Frances DeWitt, the latter the children of  Henry Harrison DeWitt, who married a sister of Mrs. Pratt.
	“As I recall, we used common chairs for seats, without any desks, and the children brought simple lunches.  The hours were about as we have school hours now, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.,” said Miss Pratt.  “The snow was very deep and the cold intense.  Children walked to school most of the time, but when the weather was at its worst, the parents brought them in bobsleds.
	“That was before we had any teachers’ examinations and I did not recall that I had any certificate to teach.  There was no school house in the township at the time.  The few families that then lived in the northeastern corner of the township talked over the matter of schooling and I volunteered to teach the children if they would come to our home.  We had only the fundamental subjects – reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic.  We used the McGuffey readers.”

Jud Page Not Willing Student
	Jud Page and Henry DeWitt, who were among the old time pupils, live in Waterloo and when interviewed stated they recalled those days very well.  Page didn’t like going to school very well, he confesses.
	“I would do almost anything to get out of school,” he said when interviewed.  “I was 7 or 8 years of age then and I can remember pleading with my father to be allowed to go to Cedar Falls, six miles away, to get his copy of the New York Tribune, which came daily.  Sometimes I would walk and sometimes I would ride a horse.  My father was deeply interested in the news and this was the only paper we took that told about the general happenings.  There was a minister named Fawcett in that neighborhood and during the war we would ask him, ‘Elder, what is the news?’  He would always reply: ‘Everything is quiet on the Potomac.’  I would rather go hunting, fishing or trapping than go to school.”
	Henry DeWitt said he liked to go to school and enjoyed his studies.  That love for knowledge was transmitted to his daughters, all of whom except one taught school.
	Miss Pratt says their home had many conveniences, notwithstanding it was mainly composed of logs.  “It was two stories high, had a stairway and plenty of windows to give us light and ventilation,” she said.  “We had a frame leanto.  We lived in this house only a short time and then moved into a new frame building.”

Came to County in 1852
	Four families migrated from Ohio to Cedar county, Ia., in 1852.  They were Henry Harrison DeWitt and brother, N. L. Pratt and a man named Rundle.  DeWitt and Bonesteel, father of Phil Bonsesteel, came to Black Hawk county the same and year and entered their land in Black Hawk township.  Pratt came shortly afterwards.
	Byron Sargent, who settled on the east side of the Black Hawk creek, near Hudson, helped DeWitt to build the big log house that was later occupied by the Pratt family.  It was in this building that the first school in that township was conducted.
	Miss Mary Pratt, at 17 years of age, taught the first term in a new school house in that same neighborhood.
	Miss Pratt, who spent 50 years in the missionary field in India for the Presbyterian church, and who was retired in 1922, today in an interview recalled the happy days of her young womanhood when she was teaching the children of Black Hawk county.  In the ‘60’s she taught in the Waterloo west schools.  The principal asked what grade she preferred and she replied:  “Give me the little children.  I’ll take the primary.”
	Once she had as many as 140 children come to her room for instruction.  When the school board learned of the condition they obtained another teacher and divided the number.

Happy Days for Miss Pratt
	“I count my work in that school the happiest of my life,” said Miss Pratt today.  “I have always loved children.  I did when I was a girl and I do yet.  How my little pupils used to work for me.  Carl Hungerford would say every evening used to start for home with his book under his arm.  His sister teased him about me.  She would ask, ‘Why do you love Miss Pratt so much?  She isn’t pretty.’  Miss Hungerford afterwards told me his reply.  It was:  ‘Well, if you could see her with the red colors on her dress and the ribbon in her hair today you would never say that again.’
	“I recall that the arrival of ‘Pleasant’ Eberhart, a colored lad caused considerable commotion among the school board members.  Elder Eberhart brought ‘Pleasant’ home with him from the war, and he was to enter my room.  The school board finally decided he would come.  That was the first colored child who ever entered the Waterloo public school.

Colored Boy learned to Spell
	“ ‘Pleasant’ did not know a letter of the alphabet.  His mind was a blank insofar as book education was concerned, but he had a bright mind.  It wasn’t long until he could spell.  You should have seen the smile on his face and his joy when he could put letters together to make words.  ‘Pleasant’ lived in the Eberhart home.  He was wont to go and come by the rear door, but the day he learned to spell he bounded thru the front door, crying, ‘Massa Everhart, I’se can spell, I’se can spell.’ “
	In 1866 Miss Pratt decided to return to their old home in Delaware county, O., and take a college course.  This she did, finishing in three years.  Returning to Waterloo Mr. Stanton asked her to take the principalship of the high school in Waterloo east.  She taught there one year.  Then she received an invitation to go to Lawrence, Kan., to become primary supervisor of the schools.  That was in the spring of 1870.  There was so much rain, the streams were so high and transportation was so extensively interfered with that mail was delayed for weeks and before she could get her acceptance to the board it was necessary to hire someone else.  Miss Pratt taught another year in Waterloo, but the Lawrence school wrote that it would hold the primary position open for her.  

Entered Missionary Field
	In the summer of 1872 Miss Pratt decided to become a missionary and spend her life in a foreign land.  On Sept. 17, 1872, she left Waterloo for India.  Farewell services were held in the Presbyterian church and a great crowd was at the train to bid her Godspeed.  Many a tear was shed as she waved goodby as the train pulled away from the depot.
