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May 4, 2011	Contact:  Sharon Miller at 433-1826
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	                                    			    millers@waterloo.k12.ia.us					       


WATERLOO COMMUNITY SCHOOLS SPONSOR SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM

WATERLOO- ---"Food that's in when school is out!"  The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) for children is a federally funded program operated nationally by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and administered at the State level by a State agency.  The agency (Iowa's Bureau of Food and Nutrition) reimburses sponsors, such as Waterloo Schools, for free meals served at approved feeding sites in low-income areas to children 18 years and under.

Around 20 million children depend on free or reduced-price school lunches and breakfasts for nine months out of the year.  For many of those children, summer vacation does not mean "fun in the sun" but rather increased risk of hunger and developmental decline.  Good nutrition is essential for learning in school.  Learning does not end when school lets out.  Neither does the need for good nutrition--which is crucial for children to have safe and productive summers.

The SFSP is sponsored by the Waterloo Community School's Food Service Department in cooperation with other community agencies.  All meals meet State and local health and safety standards.  Meals will be provided at twelve approved "open" feeding locations in the Waterloo/Cedar Falls area as listed below.  
-MORE-

An "open" site is one in which at least half the children in the area are eligible for free or reduced-price 
school meals.  All children 18 years of age or under are able to receive free meals at an "open" site.  Meals at all Waterloo Schools sites are free of charge.  Meals will be served as a complete package, must be eaten on site, and are available during the specific meal times only.

The free summer meal program begins on Monday, June 13, and ends on Friday, July 29.  There will be no meals served on Friday, July 4.  It is estimated that approximately 36,000 meals are served for breakfast and lunch each summer.   

USDA prohibits discrimination in the administration of its programs.  To file a complaint, write to the Administrator, Food and Nutrition Services, 3101 Park Center Dr., Alexandria, VA 22302.

						-End-

Summer Feeding Sites Schedule Attached
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